THE EMPIRE  OF  INDIA
r" A Hindu wife may not be divorced, Mohammedan law admits of divorce upon very trifling grounds, but its practice is limited by a money penalty. On marriage a man settles a dowry upon his wife ; it may be only in 'name, but on her divorce it becomes actually payable.
Dignity which is reflected from the husband vanishes with his death, and the widow is a pitiful figure in Hindu society. Mohammedans permit her to re-marry ; not so Hindus, and the surest sign that a low caste is rising in the world is the withdrawal from its widows of all hopes for the future. It must be remembered that Hindus are married in infancy and that a large number of widows have hardly seen their husbands. There are over 300,000 widows under sixteen, and, incredible though it may appear, 18,000 widows are children under six. Frequent scandals are the inevitable result. Nor does it suffice that widowhood should be hopeless: it is also despised. With hair cut short, in mean attire, the widow lives as the servant of her late husband's family". In earlier days even life was denied her. Religion invited her to accompany her husband, and in a solemn service of devotion (or suttee) she ascended his funeral pyre and was burnt with him". Eighty years have passed since this form of human sacrifice was made criminal by the British Government. But in memory it is still regarded with^favour, and now and again attempts are made to revive it. More than half a century ago the re-marriage of widows was expressly legalised, but public opinion did not endorse this reform in the law, and has scarcely been influenced by it. That widows should be permitted to re-marry is a favourite text for discourses on social reform, and some advanced Hindus have dared to prove their acceptance of it. But in Bengal, even now, a father who ventured to provide a husband for his little widowed daughter could not assure himself that the highest social position would protect him from discredit. In Western India and in the
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